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women gain their first desire for reading, here that they find
the opportunity for discussion and debate, and thus learn to
express themselves. The wall-newspaper is run by the inmates,
and all contributors are prisoners. The music circle is generally
the most popular; it will include a choir and orchestra, wireless
and gramophone. The dramatic circle, where drama is studied
as well as performed, is a close runner-up. Very frequently there
is an art circle and a dance circle, and always there is a political
circle. The warders' sons or daughters join these arts circles on
an equal footing with the prisoners. The instructors sometimes
come from outside; sometimes they are prisoners. A library is
an essential part of prison equipment. In some places they are
very good, in others still poor.
When the prisoner has finished his work he is free to indulge
in any of the activities that may attract him, or he may attend
any of the general lectures which are given in the club, or in
the open prisons in their theatre. Self-government plays an
important role in the social education of the prisoners.
A very important branch of adult education is that covered
by the term technical. There are many channels through which
this is carried on. Probably first in importance now are the
evening universities. There are different types of these, some
giving general education, some general scientific, and others
specialised.
The Kharkov Evening Institute was in 1932 giving general
scientific education. The economic situation, however, demanded
more highly qualified engineers. The institute responded to the
need. It is now known as " The Institute for Raising the Qualifi-
cations of Engineers." The purpose of the institute is to
improve the qualifications of the workers without taking them
away from industry. The men and women come after a seven-
hours' day in the factory, having observed an interval for rest,
food, and change. It is not claimed that this is ideal, but pro-
duction is still far behind demand, and industry cannot
spare any workers. At this stage all students before entering the
institute must have received seven years* education, or the